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"I see that Swarup and Kamala are here to
get together a hurried trousseau for you, and are
complaining of the limited choice that shudh (pure)
Khadi offers for bridal raiment. But why should
that bother you, who move clothed in delight and
dreams and are adorned with the jewels of your
own youth and romance and adventure?

"I pray that you will together make of your
marriage a beautiful and enduring comradeship,
based not only on mutual affection but on mutual
understanding, faith and common interests in the
daily plans and problems of life,

"You are bringing as your share in that com-
radeship some wonderful personal gifts, enhanced
by all the richness and nobility of tradition that
belong to your family, as the integral part of the
existing traditions, ideals and achievements which
are an example and an inspiration to the nation

......and therefore, your marriage is not only a

private affair to be restricted to your family and
friends. The nation too has part and lot in it, since
you are Motilal Nehru's daughter and the beloved
Jawahar's sister.

"But you are also my little sister and so I send
you, Little Bride, all my most loving benedictions
and rejoice with you that you have found your mate
and the friend and companion of your youth/'

This letter as well as countless others that I
received, wishing me luck and happiness, touched
me deeply, and I hoped I would make a success of
the new life ahead.

A few days after the wedding, I left my old home
for a new one, not without many pangs. I hated
leaving mother who was still bed-ridden and the
rest of my family. I was a little afraid of the future,
of the new life ahead of me; but each time I looked
at Raja, so devoted and loving I felt reassured.

The evening we left for Ahmedabad all my rela-